
may. 

orchard, salute the apple trees with much cere- 
mony, in order to make them bear well next 
season. This salutation consists in throwing 
some of the cider about the roots of the tree, and 
placing bits of toast on the branches, and then 
forming themselves into a ring, they, like the bards 
of old, set up their voices and sing a song, which 
may be found in Brand’s Popular Antiquities.” 
The custom of bobbing for apples on All Hollow 
E’en, and All Saint’s Day, which was formerly 
common in England, and is still practised in some 
parts of Ireland, has lately become familiar by 
the masterly painting by M' Clise’s, of the sports 
of All Hollow E’en. A kind of hanging beam 
which was continually turning, was suspended 
from the roof of the room, and an apple placed at 
one end, and a lighted candle at the other, the 
parties have their hands tied behind them, and in 
endeavouring to catch the apple with their mouths, 
often caught the candle instead. In Warwick- 
shire apples are caught in the same manner, tied 
to a string, but the lighted candle is dispensed 
with. 
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THE COLUMBINE. 

(Aquilegia vulgaris). 

Class, Polyandria. Order, Pentagynia. Nat. Ord. 

Ranunculaceae. 

It is occasionally found on the hedge banks of 
our green lanes and woods, but oftener about the 
hedge sides of old orchards. In the English Flora 
it is set down as a doubtful native plant, and there 
is every reason to believe it is often the outcast of 
the cottage garden, although in many parts of 
Monmouthshire and some other counties, from its 
frequency it appears undoubtedly wild. The form 
of the flower is extremely curious, and well de- 
serves a minute examination. It varies in colour, 
and 

“ In pink and purple hues array’d, 

Ofttimes indeed in white, 

We see within the woodland glade 
The Columbine delight. 

Some three feet high, with stem erect, 

The plant unaided grows j 
And at the summit, now deflect 
The strange formed flower blows.” 

The flower consists of five coloured sepals and 
five petals, terminating with a horn-shaped spur 




